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White ”House Aide”Is

By Jack Anderson

While ! Drew Pearson. is

© covering the summit confey-

«* ence, his dssociate Jack An-

. . dersonis watching the Wash.
! ,mgton scene,

- Even as former President
Truman’s appointments secre-
tary, --Matt Conmelly, was fi-
‘nally shut belﬁnd bars last

+'week, the Dem- o

Jocratg began in-
vestigating his §
is.u ccegsor:
P resident:

‘E 1 s.e nhower's

jappointments

secretary and

White Hous
rankster, To
stephens,

- They want to

: know m ore An

about Stepheng’ connections

with the Blue Ridge Gas Com-

" {pany, which. won the right to

. jdistribute» gas 1in Rockinghun

Coufity, Va., after one. of the

llengthiest battles ever fought

_fbefore the Federal Power Com

mission.

. The Commissione even re
Afused to hear a competltor,
Virgigla Petroleum ~Jobbers

Association, which «asked to

appear -in ‘opposition. The

Court of Appeals later - over-

. ruled - the Commission and:

forced it“to go-through the

Jhearings all over agaln.. But

the nd verdict-came out

tho nm as the first.

Backﬂagwe Influence?
1 The  Defnocrats ha

|heard 'tbtt.mSte:hem ::t ::1\;
was & 1Mor :tockhold‘cr and

erson

T S

-4

fee president of Blua Ridge
ut may. have used his White
House connections to influ-
ence. co‘nmknpntr Frederick
Stueck’s vote.’

‘Stueck tbid- $his column that

Stephens but denled that FPC
matters were ever discussed.

During the. tima the Blue
Ridge case was pending befo
the. Commission, Btueck . esf!-
mated he had' been in touch
with Stephens “a half dozen
times.” thele contacts were
“purely gocial,” Stueck said.

He recalied that he  had
lugched with the-White Hom
alde, although he Had no mens
ory for the’ detalls. He was
sure. only that they had never.
met: In either’s office snd had|
scrupulously. avoided mentlan
ing FPC business.

The publieity-shy - Stepbens
got into politics through. for-

mer. Attarpey General -Har-
bert Brownell, Stephens
handled undercover - political
assignments for the- Dewey-
Brownell political machine,
‘|This experience may explain
why ‘Stephéng always fades
out of the hackground- wWhen
pictures are snapped arqund
the White House.

In.and Out

After he Jbined Presldent
Eisenhower's' staff, " Steplieng
formally cut his ties with a
bole-in- thewsll *Washington
law,  firm which suddenly

sépering. - He went

v ﬂrm in 1933,

he has talked occaslonally with;

law - office and -the White

House. . ,

Then in chh lp'ia hd’ao-
cepted reappointment as the
President’s -appointments sec-
retary and again divorced
bimgelf Trom his law firm. At

same.time, he issertedly
sold his interest in Blue Ridge
o Ms: lsw partner’s mother.

“The law l?artmsr H. Douglas
Wedter, Who 1s-aiso prcsident
of ‘Blu¥ Ridge, insisted: %
column that Btephens mhdé &
elesn break with. both the law
office ‘and gas company. How.|P
o s “"mﬁ
ve rpight Sy
mittsd intend to investig
th veu- a8 l,
“of the’ edernb?

ummlssion

*Note—Dorn in Irqiand and
brought up in Brooklyn, Bte-
phens is kgown ingide the
White House for his innogent

day to an irresistible urpé to
wear ond brown shao and one
black shoe to work. On anothd

phony Chinese celebrity to tka
Whit.e Houae .

Behind U2 Stot'y

The myltery has”now been
solved as to who put out the
phohy story that the U-Z spy
plane djuppeared |er report-
ing an oxygen fallure over
Lake Van, Turkey. s

The release wu.ptepmd in
the State Departy -,Rap-
uty Assistant Secratary
M. J, Kret>ann {8'a ‘despst

gt
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effort {p.-coyer
abotit our- wmp
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he operated out ‘o ‘both his/

mischief, ‘He . sutcumbed . otief erty

er oceasion, " hé. brought . 8]

nveétzé'ated

He ktew ,that a- poweril‘
monitoting lution in_ Tirkey
had tracked the spy plane 1200
miles irito Russia -snd’ had
overheard - the " commsnds-. of
the Rus#ian fliers- who finally .
intercepted it: over.. Svexd
lovsk. - .
Hecause' at fs.:mn unwrittet
rule of -internstional diploma-
cy never ta admit espion
bowever,, be prepared
phony statement.’ Spok:
for the Defense Departine]

warned i that; ‘the - Ru
‘miight ulvag'e the: d .
plane and even capturghh '

puct Then they would be

prove.. thet cthe Unlt
tates - not” only was smﬁ
fpbut lylng: .
: Kreﬁmann vaferred the: dév:
clsion ~to the Whitp. Houss,
where . Press, Secretaty Jimy.,

Hagerty finally approved the
phony statement. So ‘far "
this eollmn can learn, Hag-
did - not consult Presh.c
‘dent Elsenhower but made '
the decision on his own re«'.
sponsibllity. .

-Later -the Defense Depart
ment’s worst fears turned out
to he' all ‘too well founded.

Note—One remson the fake -

report fooled . 50’ many top

officials ig that two U-2 planes:
were involved in the May Day .
mission.” The second U-2 was

flying along the Soviet border

-

a3 a decoy. For a while, many, -
officlals thought it wag the-
second plane that had re"
orted oxygen fallure. Search .
zhts <;ron Adana, Turkey, -

teven scoured the Lake Van-
A troa for a downed U-2.

mm ﬁm n-n md‘tonu ‘me.
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